A CRIMINAL COUP

Part 1

PROLOGUE
What date is it today?

It’s the 10th of October.

What event is going to take place in our city tomorrow? Do you know?

Yes, the election. 

The mayor election, right?

Yes.

What do you think, that poster behind – is it lawful that it is there just one day before the election?

Well… For this candidate it’s lawful, for the others it’s not.
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Плакат Mr. President, save Astrakhan dwellers!
I would like to say something about the election campaign. Many of our delivery persons who spread the Zhitel newspaper and leaflets just with information and no agitation materials were subject to pressure from the part of Bozhenov's criminals who took the leaflets away from them... Just beat up their face and said that it’s their territory and nothing could be spread there. We won’t pardon that! We WILL NOT pardon THAT. That’s why Oleg Shein is our mayor. Thank you.
Dear friends, who would like to speak?

Everything started on the 10th of October. In the evening, at 4 p.m. Before that on the 7th, 8th, and the 9th we – I am an observer – signed and stamped all the ballots. And put them into the safe. And the head of the election committee told us that it was all. On the 10th  at 4 p.m. we opened the safe – and there was a pack of new ballots, 200 ballots. 200 ballots without stamps and signatures. Then both of us had to leave the polling station as the head of the committee sent us other places where people voted out-of-station: one of us was sent to the hospital and the other to flats. When we came back you cannot imagine what happened... People coming out of the polling station told us that it was a nightmare. The people who voted... We all know each other, we all live here. It was pressure, real pressure upon the voters. "I know you, you know me... Please, I will be laid off... Please do like this…" At 8 p.m. when the voters had left they told us, “Stand still! Now we are the masters of the situation". And they started to push us aside, the observers of the Communist Party, the observers of the United Russia, the members of the election committee... They formed a wall and when I tried to make it through about 4 or 5 people blocked my way and started to argue. I tried not to react and kept moving. But they would not let me. You see? So at 2.30 a.m. they hastily collected all the ballots and all the lists, without letting us check anything, without giving us any numbers, without giving us the report. And they went to the committee. We followed them. And they closed the door on us. And the policeman who was there securing the station closed the door and said, "I was told by the head of the committee not to let anyone in".
Corrupt police!
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There are no signatures. Not a single one. Just a stamp. The polling station No. 435. It’s  only now that the head of the committee is signing it. 

Can I sign it?

You? What for?

Please say it again for the camera.

Ok, a member of the election committee with an advisory poll noticed that another member who had a casting vote… Who was that? Here, Pak Valentina Viktorovna. Please show your certificate! No, not the badge, the certificate, here...
I noticed that she was filling out the form with passport information. She had time to write "12:06 p.m”. At that time there was not a single voter at the station. When I came up to her she immediately closed the lists. I asked her to show me the lists. And Valentina Viktorovna refused though by the law I have the right to see any lists of the voters.

I know better if I have the right to show you the lists or not.

Who are you?

I am a member of the committee with a casting vote.

And you were refused to look at the lists by this lady too, right?

Yes. And the head of the committee said the same: "I don’t have the right to show you the lists".

So you are prohibiting the members of the committee to look at the lists of voters?

No, I am not prohibiting anything. I am waiting for the representative of the territorial committee.  

I am a member of the regional committee which is higher...

I understand that. But I called and I was told to wait. So I am waiting.

Please ask again.

Ok, Alla, I am asking you once again to show me the lists of the member of the committee Pak Valentina Viktorovna.

She is busy. Don’t you see she is busy? Always busy... Everyone is working.
It’s just a mistake. All people make mistakes. 
I came up to Valentina Viktorovna and I saw that she was writing figures in the list of voters. She had written "12:06" As soon as I came up… There was not a single voter there...

And now she is saying it was a mistake?
Yes, now she says it’s a mistake… When I asked she refused to show me anything though I have the right to see any lists as a member of the committee. I have an advisory vote. But she refused to me. I asked Dima to intervene, he has a casting vote. But she refused to him as well. She was writing something and she covered it with her hand. And then she tried to cross it out.

Please introduce yourself.

I am Antaleva Maria Vladimirovna. A member of the committee No. 402 with a right of advisory vote.
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Ok, let’s come closer... Here...
I am Kuleshova Tatiana Vladimirovna, I took part in the election campaign. I was appointed a member of the election committee with a casting vote. Station No. 519. I have not been given the report on the number of the ballots received. I have not been shown the list of voters supposed to vote at our station. I did not even know the number of voters who were to vote. I have not been shown the report on early votes. Every day we received requests for out-of-station voting by telephone. I kept asking the head of the committee every day how many such requests we had. And she said she could not give me this kind of information. On the 11th we came to the station at 7:30 a.m. with observers. Some of them had an advisory vote. The safe had already been opened. The envelopes were on the table. When I asked why they had opened the safe before the members of the committee were there, they said, "It’s not your business". Then we were given the books. It was announced that there were ballot boxes for out-of-station voting and they asked who of the observers would like to go. They brought the ballot boxes and put them behind the bookcases so that neither the members nor the observers could see them. In the evening the three boxes for out-of-station voting were emptied on the table. Without counting the ballots in each single box. And it was all mixed together. Later a box for in-station voting was emptied. They started to push us aside from the table. A member of the committee with a casting vote... from the Communist Party... I don't remember her name… told me: "Don’t touch the ballots. You don’t have the right to sort them. Let the head do it!" I said, "Why? We are all members and we all have to take part in sorting”. The sorting for some reason was done like this. With the candidates’ names down. I don’t know why, normally the names have to be seen. All the bundles of ballots were handed to the head. Then she turned them face up and very quickly started to throw them into heaps. And I noticed that most ballots fell into one heap. I first thought that she was just preparing but then I realized that it was the sorting. I told her: "Ludmila Grigorievna what are you doing? You have all the other candidates in one heap… Most of them are Shein. But there is also the Communist Party candidate…" So she started to put the Shein ones apart, when I said, "This is Shein, this is Shein, this is Shein..."  But I could not keep pace with her. She did it like a card player. And then suddenly two women, the observers, jumped up and started to pull me away from the table shouting, “This lady is disturbing the sorting process! If we work like this we will never go home!” Then they pulled at my hair and tried to pull me away from the table. I asked a representative with an advisory vote to call the Prosecutor’s office and call the police. When she tried to call she was attacked, they tried to take her cell phone away, grasping her by the hands. So it was total bespredel (lack of rules). She called someone and said, "They called the police, they called the Prosecutor's... They have called for help. Come you too to help us!" Then she announced that she had called Shabanov. I would like to come back to the start of the day. The 11th of October. At 9:45 when I was here at my desk and the observers were at their desks too, a group of people came in. Men. One of them, an imposing man wearing a grey suit and a red tie and a badge of a deputy... He was followed by five other men, big and sporty. They seemed to feel at ease. They had these jean jackets, chewed gums… They asked: "Who is with Shein here?" They came up to an observer with an advisory vote: "Are you with Shein here? They say you are being rude. Better watch out! We know where you live. We can someday visit you." She seemed to be at a loss, but then she asked, "Are you threatening me?" They said, "No, just giving you a warning." When they left I looked outside and saw them in the corridor speaking with the director. He saw me and nodded my way indicating me to them. They came back and came up to me this time: "Are you Kuleshova Tatiana Vladimirovna?" "Yes, that’s me" "They say you are being rude. We know where you live. We can someday visit you. We can bring you a present. So better watch out. So if you behave badly we will visit you at home."  When they were speaking to us they made pictures of everyone.
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On the 11th of October 2009 a correspondent of “Kavkazskiy uzel” Vyacheslav Yashenko was trying to shoot the election at the polling station number 524 in Astrakhan. The head of the election commission forbad the shooting. The policemen made the journalist leave the polling station. Later Vyachelsav Yaschenko was stopped by some unknowns in black jackets who insisted that he should stop the shooting and give them the film. A correspondent of Astrakhan newspaper “Zhitel” Oleg Teplischev tried to help his colleague, but both journalists were bitten by the gangsters one of whom had a badge of the member of Astrakhan region parliament. The policemen ignored the incident.

Tape recording by V. Yaschenko made on the 11th of October.

- Why do you forbid me shooting?

- Just stop it and give us the camera! You have not got it. Give me the camera! 

- Ok, ok I’m giving it to you.

- Erase everything.

- I’ve filmed the children!

- Erase everything!

- Ok, ok, just have a look. You see I’ve filmed the children.

- Erase everything.

Oleg Teplischev: The assault was organized by the deputy of the Astrakhan region Duma Mr Shabanov and his body guards. He wanted to break the camera.

· Why?

· We did nothing wrong, we were filming the dancing children. He was afraid that we could shoot him, his guards and what they were doing.

· What happened to you?

· I was bitten; here you can see the marks.

· Is this often the case?

· Oh yes, ever since Bozhenov’s become the mayor of Astrakhan, yes.
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I was an observer in Sovetsky district in Astrakhan. I represented Just Russia party. I witnessed many violations of laws and rules. Just one example. Our representatives were not allowed to enter the Administration building and polling stations. Public prosecutors had to interfere in order to let them in. 

Bikbaev Vadim Anatolievich, member of an election commission in Sovetsky district of Astrakhan. On the 11th of October 2009 I witnessed violation of law. I saw members of the election commission being prevented from doing their job. I wanted to speak with the head of the higher election commission. But he refused to meet me. 

· Good evening! May I pass? I’ going to the election commission.

· Allo, Stepan Nikolayevich. 
· Sorry I was told not to let you in.

I asked the policeman why I could not enter and was told that only those approved by the head of the local election commission could enter the building. For about an hour the policemen were trying to persuade the private security guards to let the members of the election commission in. Finally they let us in. We entered the building and saw that it was full of the security staff who kept us under control and prevented us from doing anything. 

After we’d entered we found out that we could not leave the room where the commission was having its meeting. The policemen and the head of the commission said it was impossible to let us out. The head of the commission thought we were members of the higher commission. She asked if the results of the voting she put in the report was all right, meaning if it was not too clear they had been rigged. We said it was ok. 

Hello, I’m Tretyakov Serguey Vyacheslavovich. On October 11th I was a member of the election commission number 543 in Astrakhan. During the counting of the ballot papers I was not allowed to see the voting papers and verify that the counting was right. On the day before the election I was on duty at the polling station. I witnessed how the safe where the voting papers were kept was unsealed and open. It’s an infringement of law. 

My name is Tretyakova Maya Zeynurovna. I live in Astrakhan. I want to say that our polling station was moved from one address to another, so that people got confused and did not know where to go to vote. I had to show the way to some elderly people. The lighting at our polling station was very poor. The elderly people could not properly see the ballot papers and had difficulties at voting. I went to our headquarters and informed my colleagues of what I had seen. We made some banners with the address of the polling station. Later we got to know that many people (the inhabitants of the whole street) where not informed where their polling station was set. Actually it was too far away and many elderly people did not go to vote for this reason. 
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I’m Vladimir Viktorovich. On the 11th of October 2009 I was a member of the election commission number 521 in Astrakhan. During the counting of the ballots the head of our commission Karpinskaya did not allow us to verify the real number of the votes for Shein and those for the acting mayor of Astrakhan Bozhenov. According to the election law every member of the election commission has right to see the ballot papers. We were not permitted. Many of the voting papers for Shein were mixed up with and counted as the void. I saw it myself. I protested and complained to the police officers. But they ignored me. I made some photos and can prove my words. I refused to sign the final report of the commission. I and another member of my commission we went together to the Office of Public Prosecutor of the Sovetsky district of Astrakhan. But we were told the public prosecutor on duty was absent at the moment. 

My name is Irina. I am the head of the inhabitants’ committee in Astrakhan, Leninskaya str. 2. During the election campaign we put on our dwelling house a bill (banner) calling upon the people to vote for Shein. Our bill was immediately taken off by some unknown persons. We informed the police and the public prosecutor. But we never got a response from the authorities; nothing was done to stop the violation of law. 

I’m Voronina Valentina Nikolayevna, the chair person of the association of the inhabitants, member of the Just Russia party. Many members of my party are being terrorized in Astrakhan. We hoped this election would bring us changes for the better. But on the day of the election we got a huge amount of the complaints. One of our collaborator, Tatiana Kuleshova, who was at a polling station, said she was physically prevented by some members of the United Russia party from observing the counting of the ballots. Some of our activists were bitten during the election campaign. Many of those who voted for Shein are very very disappointed with the results! They just can’t believe that there is no truth and justice here. There is no law! We are not protected neither by the police nor by the public prosecutors! We applied to the Federal Security Office! We got no response. We are appealing now to our President. Please, help us, protect us! The official result of the election has not been announced yet but our mayor Bozhenov are already making statements. He is threatening us. He wants a new reform of the local self-government which would deprive us of our rights. What shall we do? Who will hear us, who will help us?
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My name is Youry Mikhailovich. I’m a member of a Kirovskaya local election commission in Astrakhan. At many polling stations the voting boxes were put in such a way that the observers could not see them. The observers could not verify (control) who and how many ballot-papers were putting into the voting boxes. Some observers complained about it to the heads of the election commissions. They wanted to stay closer and see the voting boxes. They were not allowed to do so. They were told that unless they stopped complaining they would be made go out by the police.

During the counting of the votes the observers were not permitted to see the ballot papers and the casting of votes. They did not allow us to verify the number of votes for Bozhenov.

The final reports of the election results were not properly drawn up by the 43 out of the 48 local election commissions. Those reports were corrected and rewritten in the higher election commission or at the Administration of Astrakhan.

My name is Lakhti Rimma Vasilyevna. I live in Astrakhan, Latysheva str. 4, ap. 37. I’m addressing our President on behalf of the pensioners, the poors, the disabled persons, members of my party “Just Russia”. I want to inform you, mister President, about the latest elections in Astrakhan. I was a member of the election commission at the polling station number 472 as well as Ratnikova Lubov Dmitrievna who represented CP of Russia, and Lakhti Rostislav Arkadievich. We and Makarov Nikolay Petrovich who was an observer, we were prevented from doing our work. This election was the dirtiest in the country and it was rigged. The head of our election commission Mrs Serdyukova told us she had to rig the election or she would lose her job. There is no democracy; the laws do not work here. The police are controlled by the criminals. We demand that our representative Oleg Shein could speak out. I’m asking you to introduce order!

I’m a journalist. I write for the newspaper “Zhitel”. I’m stating that the election was not open. On the October 11th I was not allowed to enter the polling station in Trusovsky district (the city of Astrakhan), that was violation of the election law. There was no legal reason not to let me in. 

I’m Minakova Tamara Nikolayevna. On the 11th of  October I saw our acting mayor Mr Bozhenov enter the polling station at the school number 39. People started to complain about their living conditions. They have neither water nor the heating. Bozhenov immediately ordered to close this polling station and remove it to another place. It is a long way off, so that many elderly people were not able vote. I know a lot of people complaining of being forced to vote beforehand. Many of them had voted for Shein, but the voting papers later were substituted and the results were rigged. There were no observers at my polling station on the election day. Anyone could have put into the voting boxes any amount of the ballot papers.  

Where and how will we live? It is up to us to decide it today. We do not accept this mayor and the election result. The election must be fair and upright. We deserve another chance, so that we could elect the person we really want!

- What do you think of the situation? - It’s fascism.

